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Ohama Nominates Robert Ford as Ambassadar to Syria
On February 16, President Barack Obama announced his nomination of Robert Ford, a
career Foreign Service Officer and former Ambassador to Algeria, as Ambassador to

Syria. Ford’s nomination is currently awaiting Senate confirmation. Here’s more about
the confirmation process for American ambassadors:

Ambassadors are the personal representatives of the President in the countries in which
they serve. According to U.S. law, all ambassadors are appointed by the President and

must be confirmed by the Senate before they can begin their postings abroad. Here are
the key steps in the confirmation process.

1. The President submits a nomination in writing to the Senate.

2. The Senate Foreign Relations Committee holds a confirmation hearing that is open to
the public. At the hearing, Senators on the committee question a nominee about their
experience and about Administration policy toward the country. Senators may also use
hearings as a forum to advance their own views on public policy, to determine or
challenge the Administration’s position on policy issues, and to extract commitments from
a nominee.

3. The next step in the process is the Committee Business Meeting at which time the
Committee votes on any pending nominees. The Committee vote can be temporarily
delayed by a Senator placing a “*hold” on the nomination.

4. After the Senate Foreign Relations Committee approves the nomination, it moves to
the full Senate. Typically, a nominee is confirmed by the full Senate by unanimous
consent, which means that the Senate leadership checks in with each Senator and no one
objects to the confirmation. There is not usually a full Senate vote on each nominee.
However, Senate procedures allow for a member to place a hold on a nomination at this
stage as well. These holds can last an indeterminate period of time. If a vote is
necessary to resolve a hold, nominees must be approved by a simple majority.

5. The White House is then notified of the Senate’s consent to the nomination and must
attest the confirmation before the ambassador is officially appointed and ready to travel
to his or her country of assignment. The entire confirmation process can take from a
month to a year.

To learn more about this process or other aspects of the Senate, please visit
www.senate.gov.
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Entrepreneurs from more than 50 countries came to the United States to share ideas
about sparking new businesses in their communities.

U.S. Foreign Economic and Development
Policy
“It was innovation in Muslim communities that
developed the order of algebra; our magnetic
compass and tools of navigation; our mastery
of pens and printing; our understanding of how
disease spreads and how it can be healed.” -
President Barack Obama. Read more
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National Women’s History Mont}

Women of Courage
A diverse group of 10 women human rights activists were honored in March by first lady
Michelle Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton with this year’'s Women of
Courage awards. Read more
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Secretary of State Clinton’s International Women’s Day Message
Secretary Clinton commemorated International Women’s Day, March 8, 2010 with a
special message. Video link
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More coverage:

Remarks by Obama, First Lady at International Women’s Day Event
National Women's History Project

Women of Influence

Cracking the Glass Ceiling: Women in Government

Great Women of the Twentieth Century
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consular Newg

U.S. Embassy consular section conducted a webchat on February 04 about the U.S. visa
process. To read the full transcript, please visit the Embassy website. The consular
section has implemented a humber of recent changes to make the visa process easier. For
more information, please click here.
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Important Notice

Please note that educational advising is temporarily available via email only.

Please send your questions to: educationusa.syria@gmail.com.

For testing inquiries, please call the American Language Center (333-7936 / 332-7236)
and ask for Hania.

The Damascus Community School will re-open for the 2010-2011 school year.
For more information, please visit the school’s website:

Damascws Community Schoot
“A Learsiag Communaty in Passssl of Exoelloner *

DCS
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Embassy-sponsored Cultural Events!
Coming Up!' Kareem Salamal

Young Muslims Make Their Mark: Songwriter Kareem Salama

For Kareem Salama, home is the American Southwest, where country music provides much of the
soundtrack to daily life. But home also meant growing up in a devout Muslim household and
studying the rich textures of classical Arabic literature and poetry. Read more
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Recent Cultural Events

HaviKoro, an American breakdance and hip hop group,
performed at the Hamra Theater in Damascus on February
13" to an over-capacity crowd of around 700. HaviKoro
appeared on stage with Syrian breakdancers, beatboxers

and rappers throughout the show, which detailed the
evolution of hip hop and breakdancing in America. HaviKoro
also conducted workshops for Higher Institute of Drama dance
students and the Enana Dance Company.
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More on Hip-Hop:
Hip-Hop Music an Outlet for Self-Expression
Engaging Youth Through Hip-Hop Music
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DOX BOX Decumeniary Film Festival

Academy Award-nominated American filmmakers DA Pennebaker and Chris Hegedus,
as well as acclaimed American director Jehane Noujaim, screened films and conducted
master classes in cooperation with the DOX BOX documentary film festival March 3-12.
They also gave Q&A sessions with audience members in both Damascus and Tartous.
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gyrian American Pianist and Compose,
Malek Jandali in Syria

The U.S. Embassy sponsored the visit of Syrian-American composer and pianist Malek
Jandali for performances and workshops March 2-4. He opened the Saint Elian Cultural
Festival in Homs with a spectacular performance and conducted four workshops: two in
Homs with the Faculty of Music Education at Al-Baath University and two in Damascus at
the Solhi Al-Wadi Institute for Music and the Higher Institute of Music.
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The Chris Byars Jazz Quartet made its third visit to Syria March 21-28. The group

performed and conducted workshops in Damascus, Homs, Aleppo, and Latakia and at

Kalamoon University. The group is hoping to make a
fourth visit to Syria later this year!
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American i riop um Damascus, and Aleppo

Chen Lo and the Liberation Family, a New York-based hip hop group, performed and
conducted workshops in Damascus and Aleppo and at Kalamoon University April 18-21.
As the pictures below show, a great time was had by all!
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Business & Ecomom)

Entrepreneurship Spreads Across U.S. University Campuses

Syed Hussain started his business in 2007, prompted by a desire to fight extortion. That
is what he calls $60- to $70-per-hour fees he had been asked to pay for tutoring when he
was an undergraduate student. The torment of not being able to afford tutoring led
Hussain to develop uProdigy. Through this firm, 120 English-speaking tutors in South Asia
and the United States offer affordable online help to America’s college students.

Read more

Scelence amd Technelogy

First U.S. Science Envoys Begin Work in Muslim-Majority
Countries
At a time when many of the critical challenges that nations face are
global in nature, three American scientists are setting out on separate
journeys to Muslim-majority countries to strengthen and forge new
partnerships in science, medicine, engineering and technology.
— Read more
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Meet the U.S. Science Envoys:
Science Envoy Ahmed Zewalil

Science Envoy Bruce Alberts
Science Envoy Elias Zerhouni

Learn about the program
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Blogs at America.gov offers readers a place to join in conversation on a variety of topics
with experts from the United States and around the world. We encourage you to share
your thoughts with our bloggers and fellow readers in the comments section of each post.
Click on the title in blue to go to the website.

Accelerate Innovation: Engage the User

Experts and entrepreneurs from around the world discuss what governments can do to
promote high-tech entrepreneurship and what the shape of technology entrepreneurship
will be in the future. Add your comments

Water: A Delicate Balance

The first water vapors spewed from Earth’s ancient volcanoes 3.8 billion
years ago, and over time H,O has become the planet’s most plentiful
and versatile molecule. All life has water to thank for its (as far as we
know) unique existence in the solar system. Add your comments

Notable Americans

The Notable Americans blog provides brief biographical sketches of Americans, alive and
dead, who embody American — and often universal —values and have made their mark,
either modest or majestic, on the fabric of American life. Add your comments

g-journals & Bookg

America.gov’s downloadable books and journals provide a world of information at

the click of a button about U.S. foreign affairs and U.S. society and culture.

A World Free of Nuclear Weapons

Since the first atomic bombs exploded in 1945, some have tried to rid the
world of nuclear weapons. President Obama has embraced this goal with new
vigor. This issue of eJournal USA examines the challenges to achieving nuclear
disarmament. It conveys the hopes of some thinkers, and explains the doubts
of others. Inside this publication
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Pop Cutture versus Pop Culture versus Real America (book)

Resl America

U.S. television and cinema promote images of Americans that are ... well ...
wrong! Pop Culture versus Real America will contrast those pop culture images
FIRST LOOK with profiles of real Americans in every walk of life. Look here soon for the
entire book. For now, this First Look edition includes the introduction and two
chapters: Baywatch / Real Lifeguards and Grey’s Anatomy / Real Doctor.
Inside this publication

Photo Galleries & Videos

Offering an audio-visual tour of the stories and issues shaping our world, the photo gallery
and videos are two of many invaluable services America.gov offers its audience. Both the
gallery and videos can be browsed by the following subjects: American Life, Economy,
Global Challenges, and International Relations.

Photo Gallery: Please simultaneously click on any picture and the “Ctrl” key to take you
to the gallery you want to see or go to the link below to see more photo collections.
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html|#7a78bf28-e356-4d21-a311-

0c218ec8f6f8
Global Challenges American Life
Women's Issues Major Focus of U.S. Buying in a Global Shopping Mall

Policy

Videos: Please simultaneously click on any picture and the “Ctrl” key to take you to the
video you want to watch or go to the link below to see all the video collection.
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?playerld=1475282956

Youth Volunteers Young Environmentalists

02:26 m 01:59 m
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Music From Another World

The Bohlen-Pierce 13-step three-octave scale is gaining popularity as more instruments,
compositions and theories are springing up around it. (Boston Globe)

Car-puccino Goes on a Road Trip

A converted Volkswagen Scirocco runs on gas made from used coffee grounds. Its fuel
economy? Fifty-six espressos per mile. (USAToday GreenHouse)

Should We Worry About Methane?

Reports of Arctic methane releases may be overblown; the ocean is a minor source and
methane’s presence is transient. (Guardian)

Removing Chronically Ineffective Teachers: Barriers and Opportunities

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2010/03/teacher dismissal.html
(Center for American Progress, March 2010.)

Facebook Overtakes Google as Most Visited Website in United States

http://weblogs.hitwise.com/heather-
dougherty/2010/03/facebook reaches top ranking i.html
(Heather Dougherty, Hitwise Intelligence, March 15, 2010)

Polls & Think Tanks:
In Arab Countries, Emigration Appeals More to the Employed - U.S. is top destination for
young Arabs with entrepreneurial aspirations.

82% of Public Believe Wall Street Should Be Regulated More Toughly - Large majority
believes Wall Street is essential, but are very critical of the people who work there.

To download this issue of the IRC newsletter and previous issues, visit the IRC webpage:
http://damascus.usembassy.gov/irc.html.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or comments!

011-3391-4118/3391-4195 or ircdamas@state.gov/ircdamas@gmail.com
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